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event which torrchcJ tlre Adrniralry in e most scnsitive spot.

I lreve nrerrtioncd tlre al,rrrrr that e U-boet w;rs irtsi,le' Scnt,a Flotr.
which had driven the Grerrrl Fleet to see on tlte rriqht of Ociober r7,
tgr4. Thrr llarm rvlr prcrneture. Norv, after exactly r qurrter of r
ccntrlrv alrnost to a d,rv, it cenre true. At r.3o r.rn. on o.tober t.r.
roJg, a Gernren U-boet brrved the ddcs rnd crlrrerrrs. penctrrted our
deflcnces, and srnk the bettleship Royal Oah as she hv:rr:rnchor. At
firsr, out of e salvo of torpecloei, only o'e hit the b,iru ;rrrd carsed e
rrrtrfTled explosion. so irrcrcrlible rtrri ir to the Adrrrir:rl rnd caotriu
,rrr borrd tlrer;r torpedo corrld heve snuck thern, srfe in Scanr dlor'
th:rt tlrev attribrrteJ the explosion to sonre internrl .r,,r.. 'T*..n*
rrrirrrrtes passed hfore tlre U-boet. for ruch sbe .v:rs, h,rd relorded her
trrbes :rnd fircd r sccond s;rlvo. Tlren three or forrr torpedocs striking in
.11i,'k srrccessiorr ripped the bottorn ,lur of rhe slrip. 'in 

less ,l,rn iL^
rrrirrrrtes, slre caprized :rnd s;rnk. Most oI the rnen rvcrc ]t rctiorr
strtiofrs, btrt the rite it whiclr rhe ship turned over rnede it alnrost
irrrpossible for rnyorre bclow to .r..p..

Arr rccount bascd on a Gerr'ln report *'ritten it the rinre mrv be
reco r ded:

At or.3o on October r.{, 1919, tt.lvl.S. Royal Oak,lyirrq:rr errchor in Sc:rp.r
Ff,rrv,.wer.torpcdc,cd by Il CZ (Lieuten:rnt brien). Tlre-oper;rtion l.,rd b"ln
c:rrcfully- plenncd by Admiral Doeniu himsclf, tlrc Fr:rq ofiicer (Suhrn:rrines).
Priln le[t Kiel en Octobcr B,:r clerr bright:rurumrr,iru, rnd Frrr.d tl,,ro,,ei,
Kiel Can:rl-<ourse ll.N.W., Scrpa Flow. On Octoher,i, r, j 

".,n., 
tl,. b.irt

w'as lving offrhe orkncy:. At 7 p.rn.-surface; a fircslr breeze bloning, nothing
in siqht; loorning in drc h:rlIdarkncss the line o[thc distent corst; long r,r.r-.J
o[Northern Lighs flxhinq blue wispt acrorr the sky. Coune West] The bort
crept stcrdily closcr to Ilolrn sound, the extern epprorch to scrpl Flow.
Unfortrrnete it wl th:rt tlrcse ch,rnnels had not bc.n.on.,plctclv blockcd. n
nrrrolv l;rssage l:ry open betr*ecn rwo sunkerr shipr. fViih grirt skill pricn
stecred throrrqh the r*'irling. rvrtcrs. The shore wx clos.. A rr]rn .n a biclcle
corrld be secn going honre ;rlonq the coest road. Then suddcnly the *hnl. trv
opened otrt. Kirk sorrnd wer pr.ssed. They wcre i'. -[lrere 

under tJre l:rnd to
the Nordr could bc sccn thc qrert sh:rdorv of a brttleship ryinq on the wrtcr,
with the greir m:rJt rising rbove it like a piece of filiqiee on." blr.k clotlr.
Nerr. nerrer-rll tubes cleer-no alrrm, no round by tlie Irp of the watcr, the
low hiss of eir prcmrre :rnd the shrrp click o[ a tubc le,;cr. Lorl (Fire)_five
seconds-tcn secon&-twenty seconds. Then c:nre a sh:rtteritrg expi,rsinn,
:rnrl r qrert pillar o[w'(cr role in the d:rkness. prien waired roruJ -iuut* to
fire another salvo. Tubes rerdy. fire, Tfie torpedoes hit rrnidships, end thcre
f"llo'ed r series o[cra-shirrg explosions. H.M.S. Royal Oahrrnk, oith th. lo*
o[ 786 officers end mcn, includinq Rear-Adnrirel H. r. c. Bhcrove (Re:r-
Adrnjrrl.S;c9n{ Brnle Squadro 

")i. 
U u crept quietly .*ry b..litl,rough ,lr.

grp. A blockship rrtived rwcnry-four houn later.


